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VI.— SECURING THE DEAD EYES OF A SHIP. 

The Large Silver Medal was this Session given to 
Mr. J. Weekes, of the Royal Dock-yard, Chatham, 
for his mode of Securing t«e Dead-Eyes of a 
Ship, a Model of which Jias been placed in the So- 
ciety's Repository. 

Sir j Chatham Yard, February 24, 1827. 

You will do me the honour to lay the accompanying 
model and drawing before the Society of Arts, &c. as it 
describes a proposition of mine, calculated, I humbly 
conceive, to remove a great evil universally complained 
of by nautical men. Among the various evils with which 
they have to contend, there are few that excite greater 
anxiety than that caused by the extreme difficulty and 
danger experienced by the present mode of fitting the 
dead-eyes, in cutting away the lee shrouds or lanyards 
when a ship, in action or by the violence of a storm, 
carries away her masts at sea j for by the present mode 
of fitting them, in the event of the mast being carried 
away, the channel rail is torn off, and the dead-eyes to 
leeward are instantly dragged from the channel down 
nearly into the water, when the operation of disengaging 
the wreck from the ship becomes a work of the greatest 
danger. 

Several officers who have been engaged in our great 
naval actions describe the dangerous situation in which 
many of our ships have been placed, and also those of the 
enemy, when their masts, by the effect of the shots, have 
been carried over the side of the ship, and dashing against 
it with tremendous violence, have baffled every effort to dis- 
engage it from the ship for a very considerable time, when 
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the service of the men was so urgently wanted on other 
important duties; and they have no doubt that many 
ships and vessels in a storm have foundered in conse- 
quence thereof. 

The following extract from the Dumfries Courier, of 
October 14th, 1825, fully corroborates the possibility of 
such an event ; viz. " We are sorry to state, that the 
ship Nicolas, of Maryport, coal laden, was totally wrecked 
while on her passage to Dumfries, during the severe gale 
of Saturday last, having been struck by a heavy sea, the 
mast went overboard and beat with such violence against 
the stern, that it soon went in, and the vessel foundered 
in ten fathoms water. Another vessel happening to be in 
company, the crew were picked up, and landed at the 
Cars on Sunday morning." 

The accompanying model and drawing shows a mode 
of fitting the dead-eyes, by which, in the event of a ship 
or vessel carrying away her masts, the dead-eyes would 
remain in their stations, when the operation of cutting 
away the lanyards or shrouds can be effected with the 
greatest facility, and the wreck thereby readily disengaged 
from the ship, and the dead-eyes all remain in their 
places, to which the rigging of the jury-masts can imme- 
diately be attached. 

It will also be seen by the model and drawing, that this 
is effected by means of a threadle or preventive bolt, which 
is secured by eyes wrought in the bolts, ordinarily em- 
ployed in attaching the channel to the side of the ship ; 
and also an eye wrought in the outer end of a sort of iron 
knee, or what is usually denominated a T plate, at all times 
employed for the support of the channel through which 
the threadle bolt passes to keep the dead-eyes in their 
places, and which has been highly approved by all naval 
officers who have seen it. Vice-admiral Stirling, in a 
pamphlet containing two letters to the Admiralty, on 
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professional topics, in 1825, mentions my proposition, in 
the last page, in these words : " They who have seen a 
lower mast carried away in a gale of wind will appreciate 
the ingenuity of Mr. John Weekes, of Chatham-yard, 
who recommends the channels to be so secured as to hold 
the dead-eyes in their places, and thereby enable men to 
get at the lanyards of the shrouds to disentangle the 
wreck." I therefore trust to have the honour of its being 
approved by the Society. 

I am, Sir, 
A. Aikin, Esq. &c. &c. &c. 

Secretary, fyc. fyc. J. Weekes, 

Assistant to the Master Shipwright, Chatham-yard. 



Reference to the Engraving. — Plate VII. 

Fig. 1, plan of part of a ship's main channel, and 
fig. 2, elevation of the same, a a a, three of the bolts, as 
ordinarily made to secure the channel ; b b b b, similar 
bolts, but with the addition of eyes e e, to receive the 
threadle-bolts c c and c ; d d d T-plates, with the addition 
of eyes eee, to receive the bolts c c. Thus with the 
simple addition of the eyes e e to the bolts and T-plates, 
and the threadle-bolts c c passing through them, the dead- 
eyes are secured from being stripped away, should the 
mast go overboard. 

Fig. 3 shows one of the T-plates separate. 



